KHA's Capitol Comments
October 20, 2025

Kansas Rural Health Innovation Alliance Meeting
Today, the Kansas Rural Health Alliance met for a third time to discuss and preview the Kansas
Rural Health Transformation Plan.

Initiative main areas include:

e Expanding primary and secondary prevention;
e Securing local access to primary care;

e Building a sustainable rural workforce;

e Enabling value-based care; and

e Harnessing data and technology.

KHA will host a member huddle at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct 22, where KHA staff will
provide an overview of these initiative areas and other things we have learned as the state
plan continues to take shape.

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/xnH2EM7GTzCXfws3DxtFsg

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing connection information. Feel
free to forward the Zoom link to any team member you’d like to include in the call.

More about the Rural Health Transformation Program can be found on the KHA website.

The Joint Rules and Regulations Committee Meets

Today, the Joint Rules and Regulations Committee, chaired by Barbara Wasinger (R-Hays) met.
The committee heard from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment about a
proposed change to KAR 28-53-3, which relates to eligibility criteria for a medically indigent
person. The change would increase the income eligibility threshold for the Charitable
Healthcare Provider Program from 200 percent to 300 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. The
agency indicated that this is comparable to neighboring states like Missouri and Nebraska.

The committee requested additional information from KDHE about the potential financial
impacts of the changes.


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/xnH2EM7GTzCXfws3DxtFsg
https://www.kha-net.org/CriticalIssues/AccessToCare/RuralIssues/
https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_rules_regs_1/documents/testimony/20251020_04.pdf

The committee also received input from the Kansas Board of Pharmacy about the following
proposed changes:

e Revoking 68-1-1a and adopting KAR 68-7-26, extended to apply to both pharmacists and
technicians. It also allows applicants to withdraw their application through inaction
instead of facing disciplinary action on their record.

e 68-5-17 clarifies when a pharmacy technician must request an extension to pass an
approved certification examination.

The committee also discussed proposed changes to rules and regulations in the Department of
Agriculture, Division of Water Resources regarding water rights, the Kansas Department of
Revenue concerning standards for vision examinations and the Kansas Corporation Commission
on abandoned well plugging reimbursement.



https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_rules_regs_1/documents/testimony/20251020_05.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_rules_regs_1/documents/testimony/20251020_01.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_rules_regs_1/documents/testimony/20251020_02.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_rules_regs_1/documents/testimony/20251020_07.pdf

